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COVID-19 prevention in schools

• first line of defense
• upstream, strength-based 

approach
• behaviour change
• comprehensive school health 

approach
• mental health promotion

Prevention



COVID-19 management 
in schools
• Guidance documents:

• Guide to reopening Ontario’s schools (MOH, July 30)
• Operational guidance: COVID-19 management in schools 

(EDU, August 26)
• COVID-19 Guidance: School Outbreak Management 

(MOH, August 26)
• Management of Cases and Contacts of COVID-19 in 

Ontario Version 9.0 (MOH, September 8)

Management





COVID-19 school-focused nurses
• 12 nurses

• 7 school boards

• 116 schools
• 80 elementary
• 23 secondary
• 4 alternative
• 2 private
• 7 First Nations
• 3 post-secondary

• 29 129 students

Nurses



Top 10 COVID-19 Basic Rules for Safe 
Schools
1. The best way to protect schools and support a successful school reopening is 

to keep COVID-19 out of our communities. 
2. Make COVID-19 symptom screening part of your daily routine. 
3. Got symptoms? Stay home! 
4. Have a “plan B”. 
5. Talk to each other. 
6. Stay informed. 
7. Be prepared. 
8. Get involved. 
9. Take care of yourself. 
10. Be COVID kind. Practise kindness, patience, and gratitude—we are all in this 

together.
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