
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

   

 November 11, 2021 
 
 
 
This Letter of Instructions amends and replaces my earlier 
Instructions issued September 29, 2021, and effective October 14, 
2021 

To: Persons responsible for Facilities Located in Public Health 
Sudbury &  Districts Jurisdiction1 Where Organized Sport(s) are 
Played and/or Practiced Indoors 

 

Re:  Public Health Instructions for Owners/Operators 
 
I am writing to notify owners, operators and permit holders for the above 
Facilities of your  responsibilities. 

 
I also wish to thank you for your ongoing support throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic to help protect the health of area residents. It is through our 
collective efforts that we will keep our communities safe. The fourth wave of 
the COVID-19 pandemic is upon us, with the highly transmissible Delta 
variant being the dominant variant in COVID-19 cases. The Ontario’s 
Science Advisory and Modelling Consensus Tables advise that the Delta 
Variant is twice as transmissible than the original SARS-CoV-2 virus. Daily 
COVID-19 case counts in Ontario are substantial, with provincial data 
showing over 3,444 new cases reported to public health during the period of 
November 03 to November 09, 2021, with a rate of 23.3 per 100,000 
population.  
 
On Friday, November 5, 2021, Public Health Sudbury & Districts reached a 
milestone of over 3000 cases of COVID-19 reported since the onset of the 
pandemic. As of Tuesday, November 9, 2021, there are 3,155 reported 
cases in the health unit service area. With 263 cases currently active, Public 
Health Sudbury & Districts is recording the highest rate of active cases 
amongst Ontario’s 34 health units and the highest we’ve seen since April 
2020. The 14-day rate of new cases (incidence rate) for the period ending 
November 6 is significantly higher than that of the next highest public health 
unit in Ontario—166.1 per 100,000 vs.102.3 per 100,000. 
 
In the past 7-days, 172 of 246 cases (69.9%) screened positive for variants 
of concern. Forty-one (16.7%) of the cases were among those under the 
age of 19.  
 
 

 
1 Public Health Sudbury & Districts serves the Sudbury and District Health Unit as designated by Areas 

Comprising Health Units, R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 553, as amended, Schedule 35, issued under the Health 
Protection and Promotion Act (Ontario). 
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Activities related to Organized Sport(s) have the potential to enhance COVID-19 transmission. 
Specifically, close contact, forceful exhalation, prolonged exposure, crowded indoor spaces and 
masks and face coverings removed during physical activity contribute to enhanced likelihood of 
COVID-19 transmission. These risks for enhanced transmission are combined with the  risk of 
increased spread within and between communities given the composition of Organized Sport(s) 
teams and their associated travel. Verifying  proof of vaccination for persons 12 years and older in 
the Facilities noted above, in accordance with this Letter of Instructions, will strengthen protections 
for communities within the Public Health Sudbury & Districts service area by helping curb the spread 
of COVID-19. 
 

These instructions are being provided pursuant to Section 2(2.1) of Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 
364/20: Rules for Areas at Step 3 And At The Roadmap Exit made under the Reopening Ontario (A 
Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020, S.O. 2020, c. 17 (the “Reopening Ontario Act), formerly 
a regulation made under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act and now a continued 
section 7.0.2 order under the Reopening Ontario Act. As required by regulation, these instructions 
are issued following consultation with the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health. 
 

Where this Letter of Instructions imposes additional requirements not set out in the 
Reopening Ontario Act, the requirements under this Letter of Instructions must be followed. 
 
I may amend these instructions (if and as required) and will rescind them as soon I 
determine they are no longer necessary. 
 

These instructions remain in effect until further amended or rescinded by me. 
 

PLEASE FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS CLOSELY 
 

Effective 12:01 a.m. on November 15, 2021, and until further notice unless otherwise 
specified, I am instructing all persons responsible for Facilities where Organized Sport(s) 
are      played and/or practiced (including owners, operators and permit holders) to: 

 
1. Require each person, age 12 years and older, at the point of entry, who attends the 

indoor area of the Facility for the purpose of (a) actively playing or otherwise 
participating directly in Organized Sport(s); (b) coaching, officiating or volunteering 
in Organized Sport(s); or (c) spectating at Organized Sport(s), to provide 
identification and proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or a valid 
medical exemption. 
 
All children shall be afforded a “grace period” of 12 weeks from their 12th birthday 
during which they must provide identification in accordance with these Instructions 
but are relieved of the requirement to provide proof of being fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, to allow a reasonable opportunity for this to be completed. 

 
2. Comply with all other requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act and its 

regulations that apply to the Facility. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364#BK7
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364#BK7
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364#BK7
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DEFINITIONS 
For the purpose of these instructions: 
 

“Facility” means a facility located in the area served by Public Health Sudbury & 
Districts where Organized Sport(s) are played and/or practiced. 
 

“Fully Vaccinated” is as defined within Section 2.1(5) of Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 
364/20: Rules for Areas at Step 3 And At The Roadmap Exit Step made under the 
Reopening Ontario Act. 
 

“Owner/Operator” means an owner/operator of a facility located in Public Health Sudbury 
& Districts where organized sports are played and/or practiced. 
 

“Organized Sport(s)” means organized sport(s) and recreational fitness activities 
including, but not limited to, sports leagues, organized pick-up sports, dance classes, 
gymnastics, martial arts and swimming classes, or as otherwise described in the Ministry of 
Health’s Proof of Vaccination Guidance for Businesses and Organizations under the 
Reopening Ontario Act including all related training, practices, games and competitions. 

 

ENFORCEMENT 
These instructions will be enforced by public health officials and by provincial offences officers 
under one or more of the Health Protection and Promotion Act (sections 100, 101 and 102), the 
Reopening Ontario Act (sections 9, 9.1, 10 and 10.1) and/or the Emergency Management and 
Civil Protection Act (sections 7.0.5 and 7.0.11). Failure to comply with these instructions is an 
offence. Among the enforcement actions that may be taken, you may be charged, and penalties 
imposed including significant fines, imprisonment and/or closure of premises.  
 
A failure to comply with regulations issued under the Reopening Ontario Act is an offence punishable 
by set fines of $750 for individuals and $1,000 for corporations under Part I of the Provincial 
Offences Act. Maximum penalties for this offence if prosecuted under Part III of the Provincial 
Offences Act include: for individuals, a fine of up to $100,000 and imprisonment for not more than 
one year; for an individual who is an officer or director of a corporation, a fine of up to $500,000 and 
imprisonment for not more than one year; and for a corporation, a fine of up to $10,000,000. A 
person is guilty of a separate offence on each day that the offence occurs or continues. 
 
These Instructions, including any revisions to these instructions, are available on Public  Health 
Sudbury & Districts website at phsd.ca. 
 

Inquiries about these instructions should be directed to Public Health Sudbury & Districts  at 
705.522.9200, ext. 464 (toll-free 1.866.522.9200). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed By 
 
Penny Sutcliffe, MD, MHSc, FRCPC 
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 PS:ldp 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364#BK7
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364#BK7
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/guidance_proof_of_vaccination_for_businesses_and_organizations.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/guidance_proof_of_vaccination_for_businesses_and_organizations.pdf

