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What is rabies?

Rabies is a fatal but preventable viral disease that is transmitted 
though the bite of a rabid animal. The virus is found in the saliva 
of infected animals. 



How is rabies spread?

• Most cases of rabies in Ontario occur in the bat population. 
• Domestic animals can contract rabies from interactions with the 

wild animal population.
• Birds, snakes, and other reptiles are not mammals and cannot 

acquire or transmit rabies. 



Signs and symptoms of rabies in animals 

Dumb (paralytic) form:
• lose their fear of humans
• become partially paralyzed
• become depressed and retreat 

to isolated places

Furious form:
• act extremely excited and 

aggressive
• gnaw and bite at their own limbs
• attack objects, animals, or the air
• alternate between being agitated 

and depressed



Infectious and Communicable Diseases 
Prevention and Control Standard



Rabies in humans

• Human cases in Canada are rare.
• Rabies is a serious public health 

problem, mostly in Asia and Africa.
• Globally, dog bites cause 99% of 

human rabies cases.



Disease prevention and Health Protection
The public health inspector investigates rabies by:
• observing the animal at the beginning and end of a 10-day 

observation period
• verifying that the animal is vaccinated against rabies as part

of the investigation
• following-up with the animal owner to ensure compliance, 

if the animal is not up to date on its rabies vaccine



Disease prevention and Health Protection
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Rabies in an imported dog

In January 2022, a dog imported 
from Iran developed rabies, 
which led to an extensive 
public health investigation. 



Disease prevention and Health Protection

Individuals exposed to a rabid animal, or an animal that is 
unavailable for observation or submission to the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA), are advised to consult their physician 
regarding rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP).



Disease prevention and Health Protection
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Assessment and surveillance



Assessment and surveillance 

• These demonstrate the 
number of animals that have 
been submitted over the past 
9 years by Public Health 
Sudbury & Districts.  

• In 2015 and 2020, 
there was one positive 
animal. In each of these 
cases, the animal was a bat. 
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Assessment and surveillance 
of rabies in Ontario

• This is a map of all the 
reported rabies cases in 
Ontario for 2022. 

• Black: Bat
• Blue: Raccoon
• Pink: Dog 



Community partners



Public Health Sudbury & Districts plays 
a key role in healthier communities.



This presentation was prepared by Public Health Sudbury & Districts.

This resource may be reproduced, for educational purposes, on the condition 
that full credit is given to Public Health Sudbury & Districts.
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