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Overview

• A pandemic of toxic drugs
• Population health approach to substance use
• Responsibilities of boards of health

• Work owned by the Board of Health
• Work supported by the Board of Health

• Cross-walk with evidence-informed practices
• Next steps to reverse trends



From 2018 to 2022, the rate of opioid toxicity death in Ontario increased by almost 60%, while the rate in Canada increased by 
68%. Over that same period, the rate in Northern Ontario increased by 139%, while the rate in Greater Sudbury increased by 193%.

*

*Data for Canada are only 
available up to September 2022

Source: Office of Chief Coroner and Public Health Agency of Canada, 2023
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A Pandemic of Toxic Drugs



Source: Office of Chief Coroner (OCC). Data effective May 4, 2023. 
*Includes both confirmed and probable opioid-related deaths; preliminary and subject to change.

All Ontarians Affected—Rates Higher in the North



Population Health Approach to Substance Use



Public Health Responsibilities



Work Owned by Boards of Health



Work Supported by Boards of Health

Health 
Promotion

Enforcement 
and Justice

Harm 
Reduction Treatment

Four Pillars:
• Each led by a different sector
• Public Health coordination



Cross-walk with Evidence-informed Practices



A Path Forward: A Local Leadership Summit



This presentation was prepared by Public Health Sudbury & Districts.

This resource may be reproduced, for educational purposes, on the condition 
that full credit is given to Public Health Sudbury & Districts.

This resource may not be reproduced or used for revenue generation purposes.
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